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An engineer who later studied at the National School of Design, 
K.Jinan believes he is a victim of modern education, which alien-
ated him from his authentic way of being and uprooted him from 
his own culture. Non-literate people and children guided him in his 
search/research to the authentic and natural again. He is engaged 
in a study to understand deeply, the damages both cognitive and 
spiritual done by modernity and also trying to study the biology of 
being. Engaged to de-educate them, reimaging learning is an ini-
tiative to understand how to reorganize the learning environment 
for children and to orient the ‘educated’ to trust their inner knowl-
edge. He’s worked in schools with non-literate artisans, rural youth, 
rural children, educated parents and architecture, design and 
management students in various parts of the country. His explora-
tions have been around various aspects of the knower, knowee and 
knowledge, or cognizer, cognition, and the cognized. Having no 
academic interest in the subject, it was purely for existential rea-
sons that he embarked on this journey. And because of that it was 
an open, deep, honest, responsible and a free flowing exploration. 
This also led him towards what can be called a holistic search cov-
ering cognition, children, indeginous knowledge, aesthetic sense, 
creativity, culture, biology, psychology, politics, philosophy, school-
ing, modernity etc, but without placing them into compartments. 
More importantly it was his attempt to reclaim his authentic way 
of knowing, because this very act of making sense of what is hap-
pening around demanded an honesty of his being.
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Hello, I would have actually talked outside but one of the biggest problems of commu-

nication today is that we live in the world of words not in the actual lived experience, 

have been completely taken over by words.  So communication would be very difficult.  

What you comprehend would depend on what you’ve read and what would be your 

intellectual mind.  So two things that I’ve been trying to understand has been that one, 

the cognitive damages of schooling.  I studied at NID and within two months I realized 

that my aesthetic sense is not mine, then what is mine?  Then what is the meaning of 



culture if your senses don’t belong to you.  If your thoughts don’t belong to you?  So 

that has been a journey when I began and parallely I’ve also tried to understand what 

is the biology of cognition.  So my presentation is basically on these two aspects.  How 

damages happen and of course on the third thing that I have just started in June is to 

work in a small school near Pune where I’m looking at the whole; I call it re-imagining 

schooling responding to the biological needs of children.  

What schooling does is, it produces secondary and cognitively damaged, culturally 

uprooted and homogenized, fragmented people.  How it does is that in schooling knowl-

edge precedes the knower.  The knowledge comes first and I don’t think knowing ever 

happens because we believe in that knowledge, number one.  Second is that language 

has reconstructed as a cognitive tool.  Language is a communication tool.  Because pri-

marily in schools we only use words, am I right?  There is nothing else other than words 

in schools and knowledge per say, knowing per say absolutely no words are required.  

It’s only to communicate that we need words.  But schools have completely just based 

on words.  So what I say is that actually the content is missing only the form is left in 

the schools.  So then what happens is that, what happens with this kind of rewiring 

is that of course your brain gets completely rewired.  What happens is that reasoning 

mind takes over the way you process information.  Intuition is gone, insight is gone, 

your senses don’t function or it is distorted.  The senses are numbed.  Actually what 

we become is slightly; I don’t know better or worse, but computers.  Because we store 

information, that’s the memory ability and we process information, that’s the reason-

ing.  And in actual life, we really don’t reason.  We reason away because our mind is 

used to, accustomed with dealing with concrete knowledge.  We are never in doubt, we 

are always sure.  The whole 10, 15 years of your schooling, what we are dealing with is 

something called knowledge and fixed thing.  So we are never in the realm of our own.  

So what happens is that there is a deep spiritual damage that is happening.  And I think 

today the whole mess that we have made of life is primarily because of a cognitive crisis.  

What has happened to us is that we are mind, body split.  Is that so familiar?  We are 

mentally present, physically absent.  Or physically present, mentally absent.  That is 

the general state of our being because we don’t see anything, we are never here.  And 

then of course this issue of ardhanarishvara, that our central being is ardhanarishvara.  

We are both male and female.  But because, I don’t know why, probably because of 

our over use of reasoning that we are mono; it’s only one part of your being begins to 

function.  Then of course the holistic being is fragmented, fragmentation is the way we 



engage with the world.  Intuition, insight numbs, gets distorted and of course I think 

another very important thing I found is that psychological time creeps in.  If you look at 

children, they don’t have sense of time, they are never bored, they are never impatient.  

Of course now this is happening because of the kind of conditions we have created for 

that.  Sense of time actually creeps in again with the reasoning mind.  No how that 

happens is that, we have the saying that we learn from experience, right? We say na, 

learn from experience.  But the actual biological knowing is learning the experience.  

That makes a fundamental difference.  Actually experience itself is learning.  There’s 

no learning from experience.  The moment we begin to use your reasoning, then that 

creates a time gap. Because you are learning from; and of course our being present is 

completely taken away.  We are constantly either in the past or in the future.  We are 

never here.  And actually another biggest problem of this education is that we become 

very arrogant, that’s the way we operate in the world.  We want to control everything 

and actually this comes from a sense of fear; wanting to control, wanting to plan comes 

from our lack of trust in life.  The spontaneity is gone, so we need to plan everything.  

We need to know everything in advance, so that we can just do it, you know.  Another 

damage that I found in education is that we become verifiers, we are never discoverers.  

What we learn we can keep on verifying.  Discovering needs a complete openness of 

being, that is open to what is happening.  So what happens is that the external condi-

tion; we are born in some sense with certain potentials, that’s all.  And it is the external 

conditions that awaken us to our innate nature.  So child is a learner because child is 

bold, child is open, tentative, resilient, spontaneous and creative.  You would see that 

this would be the opposite of an educated person, most often.  And of course children 

are innocent, humble.  What we get is arrogance and pride.  Pride is I think the biggest 

problem of modern mind.  Pride is what prevents learning.  So this is actually, study-

ing at NID I started with some schools and all that and I began to live with rural, tribal 

people.  I found completely kind of different beingness in them.  I’ve done several ex-

periments in these areas; won’t have time to explain all that but I would quickly go into 

some of the very fundamental aspects of this learning. 

Actually they are living science.  What they are actually doing is taking children away 

from being in science.  This is the tragedy that we do; human beings have become 

human knowings.  The beingness is lost.  Knowing is the way we live but I think the 

most misunderstood thing today is knowledge, knowing and children.  And children 

being absolutely helpless all our experiments are dumped on to them.  Of course our 

interest is we need money, the bottom line is about money, it’s not about children.  If 



you look at modern research in children, all this while we have responded to how to 

teach children, am I right?  that is the way we responded.  The whole schooling was set 

up wanting to teach children.  We never bothered to ask how children learn.  That was 

never an important question.  Because both belong to two realms.  How children learn, 

belongs to the realm of biology.  Whereas how to teach children, we don’t have to know 

all that.  That’s conditioning.  And we have all kinds of tricks.  We have knowledge, we 

have teachers, so what we only need is children, schools are there.  

I have done some small projects with children and one of the key things that I did with 

the tribal community was that there was absolutely no teaching.  There is a fundamen-

tal difference I see between modern minds and traditional minds that they understand 

that learning is a natural process.  That if you teach children, children learn to teach.  

True learning is what they see they learn.  That’s what happens, that is why children 

go home and play teacher games.  Now two things I would like to mention here is one 

is the importance of play and the misunderstanding about toy.  Play is the way that 

children learn, there is no other way, play way method of learning is absolute non-

sense.  Play is the way children make sense of the world and toy is part and parcel of 

that.  There is only toy, there is no noun called toy which again is a modern misunder-

standing that children need toys.  Because it is like teaching, if you give a toy to a child 

you’re misleading the child.  Of course I won’t have too much time to go into this but 

let me confuse you as much as possible.  Then if you are interested you can come back 

to me and we can have discussion about these kinds of things.  Because I know that I 

don’t think you have ever thought of many of these issues.  I’m actually shocking you 

beyond and many of you are defending, I’m sure because these are very shocking kind 

of things that I am telling you.  It may be very difficult to accept that we are so thor-

oughly mediocre, because we don’t have our minds, we don’t see children, you know all 

that is there which I firmly believe in, that’s what it is.  Because that is what schooling 

does to us.  the most criminal activity today happening is schooling the mind.  That the 

original being is being destroyed, that’s the main thing that I’m talking about.  What is 

interesting is that there is lots of research happening in the west on biology of cognition, 

aspects of learning.  How heart is involved in learning, how concreteness is important in 

learning, what is called a self-organizing system is what makes understanding happen.  

It’s not with your mind, it’s a complete wrong notion; what I say is that reasoning short 

circuits comprehension.  Comprehension fundamentally is a biological process.  It’s like 

digestion, can you fool around with digestion, can you decide how to digest?  It’s exactly 



like that.  Comprehension and digestion are biological processes beyond the control of 

your ego.  It’s the way our body processes information.  It’s not the way our mind that 

processes information.  Our whole being is engaged with our experience in the world 

through the senses that the body engages with the world.  What is happening today is 

that through the world we begin to see things which distorts seeing.  So another very 

important thing I felt is that experience is learning and as we experience we experience 

three things, one is value; value is very internal.  This whole idea of value education is 

utter nonsense again.  I’m sorry I will be very harsh on these terminologies.  I know you 

may not like it, but I’m sorry about it.  Value, beauty and knowing happens at one go.  

These are not integrated, these are not fragmented.  The being, the way it situates itself, 

the way it inhabits in the world is through inherently though these aspects.  that value 

is important, beauty is there and I think we kill beauty in teaching art.  The beauty is 

so much again a biological aspect of our making that it gets completely killed when 

we start teaching children art.  Another basic aspect of this biology that I am talking 

about is that why children learn, what children learn and how children learn are again 

biologically kind of decided how it happens.  The first thing a child learns is to be the 

mother.  That is what the child experiences, that’s the value how to take care is the first 

thing that the child actually understands.  A bad mother would produce a bad child.  If 

you don’t look after the child, the child is imbibing.  That is the most important thing 

a human being needs to learn is to nurture and that is the first lesson that nature gives 

to children through a mother.  You can see that whatever the child sees, it responds 

in the same manner.  The mother is feeding the child; the child is feeding the mother.  

Another interesting thing I found in rural tribal areas, there is no word called waste.  

there is no concept of waste.  So whatever they have they make use.  Something is made 

from that.  You make use of waste.  And if you see the cognitive conditions that we have 

created in our world, our cities, just by keeping a waste paper basket, you have thought 

the children to waste.  So learning is not on words, just the cognitive environment is 

what teaches us what we are.  We are made by the cognitive environment, not through 

words.  Actually most of the experiments on children that we do are that we create the 

terms.  This is where we will observe children.  So naturally what the conditions you 

have set up is what we are going to see.  Like today there is this notion that children 

like bright colors, so all architects everywhere are creating bright rooms for children. All 

designers are creating bright toys for children, so where do then see the choice of child.  

So what I did was I stated documenting children in their space.  Not in the space that I 

set.  In the freedom of their houses, because see one of things that I found in rural areas 



is that there is absolute freedom for the child.  Parents will never ask them what they do 

because there is a fundamental trust in life that I see very different from a modern mind.  

And because of that children are first of all; their autonomy is established, they are in-

dependent in order of a cognitive being is established.  So they dictate, true democratic 

learning is that they decide what to learn.  Again they don’t decide what to learn, learn-

ing happens.  We are caught up in many of the terminologies, modernity, so I would 

again go back to some of that.  but actually what happens is that learning is something 

that happens.  One simple example is that in Bangalore slums children have learned 

four languages by the time they reach 4 years.  Absolutely no teaching.  Parents don’t 

teach at all, children don’t make any effort to learn, they don’t choose which language 

to learn, no memorization is done.  So all the rules that we establish in our schools are 

not used.  So the whole issue I feel is that and we understand what is the nature of learn-

ing.  How does nature enable us to learn.  With every living being nature is learning.  

Not only human beings, everything is making sense.  Making sense is to survive.  Sense 

is the most important aspect, it is sense we kill in schools.  So I will just show you some 

small clips. During the two months holidays, April and May, children come to my place 

and I give them few things and this is some of the things the children created.  From dry 

leaves and things like that.  My whole issue of biology and learning, beauty comes from 

looking at how children are creating beautiful things with absolutely no effort.  Because 

if you are already wired to so beautiful things that is what you end up doing.  That is 

what I found that every child is able to create absolutely beautiful stuff.  These are all 

12 to 14 year olds.  That we have also something to learn from children.  Actually when 

he was talking about this experiment.  Remember Tolstoy had done a similar kind of 

experiment in getting children to write .  

Q. You say that it will be very shocking for us.  But I find at all it is not shocking.  Only 

thing is that you have taken a little extremist view, which I don’t agree with. Because 

you are saying ‘words’, but what you have explained you have only used words, so 

there has to be a balance, otherwise it is not shocking for me.

Q. In your journey of unlearning, the damage that was done to you , can you elaborate 

a bit on that?

KJ. Actually the issue was that I also did something called engineering, I took a degree 



in that but managed not to learn and never do a job anywhere.  I was expelled in the 

middle for something and I realized that and that is what set me on to this journey.  

Because I realize that I used to drink and smoke and do all kinds of things and I re-

flected that why we do these because we are not happy with what we are doing.  And 

I found that most of the people are doing things that they don’t like to do; it’s just a 

compromise and so my interest got into children immediately.  Because I realized that 

it is through childhood that conditioning is happening and I took a drop and started 

teaching in a small school.  Then I decided ever to work 9 to 5, ‘factory’ and all I decided 

not to do.  Then again I got into NID taking the degree after two years and NID initially 

I thought it was a fantastic place but within 2 months I realized it is far more danger-

ous and more;  because you don’t even realize how conditioning is taking place.  What 

happens is that three levels of conditioning takes place; one is the information which 

you can discard, now they have decided Pluto is not a planet, nobody has an objec-

tion.  Which means that we will get one more mark, that’s all.  So information level 

we can deal with.  but the emotional damage is very deep because most educated feel 

inferior to the west.  That is through emotional damage that the whole schooling does 

to you.  Of course what happens is that when you are learning in a class room, there 

is a total fragmentation of your being.  When you are actually learning something all 

your senses, your emotional being is engaged in learning that.  But in the classroom 

what is happening that you are busy trying to deal with the teacher.  That’s what you 

are trying to do.  How to please her, how to escape her question.  So that’s a very differ-

ent kind of emotional damage that it does and places like NID and all that, wherever 

aesthetic sense is being thought, that is at the sense level it is happening. I was in Sri-

nagar about two years ago and I found that Srinagar is the only city that has a distinct 

architectural quality.  Every other city in the country and all over the world are begin-

ning to look alike because every architecture student is learning exactly the same thing.  

And 50 years ago, you go anywhere in this country, every city had a distinct quality.  

And that has been homogenized.  Now, design education, is it any different? The same 

Bauhaus and the same philosophies etc. The tragedy is that it is never the process that 

is the problem; it is that the design methodology is taught to you and you apply it. So 

we are actually application masters. We are never discovering a methodology of design. 

We are never awakening our aesthetic ability to engage with the world. Aesthetic sense 

is taught to you. You apply it. And I was wondering why is it that rural people are able 

to maintain their distinct identity their aesthetic sense, things like that. Then I started 

working with rural/tribal areas, with artisan communities. And then, setting up situ-



ations for them to create. Not me as a designer trying to help them out. Because right 

away I realized that they are the ones who have a lot to teach me. And I would have 

showed you some of my experiments with artisans where they have produced extremely 

beautiful stuff, because they don’t copy/cut/paste. They have no reference of books. So 

how is that they are able to create authentic stuff? This is what interested me. How do 

I understand this issue of authenticity, how originality happens… so a series of experi-

ments with artisans gave me an insight into what was really happening. Then I tried 

and set up some rural design centers in my village. But every time, I use a ‘do-nothing 

method’. I set up things, but I move out. I am absent. Then I see what is happening. I 

have a whole series of documentations on children. And it is from that that I have un-

derstood what exactly are children learning through play. Children make sense of their 

world by first understanding form- how does it look, second they are looking at how 

does it function. Not in a very intellectual reasoning manner, but through their play 

and they start understanding, this is what they are trying to do. I began to really see 

that through this. And of course the most important thing I did was to stop reading for 

almost 7 yrs. and that reactivated my senses. They began to function, to see things and 

this was a very important aspect of recovery. Of course I am very angry and arrogant 

in front of the educated, I do apologise for it. I see a kind of fear to look too deeply into 

what is wrong, what is happening. So this was my journey. I also did some workshops 

with my family and friends to see what kind of de-schooling can happen. How do we 

begin this journey of unlearning and de-schooling?

Q. I am suitably shocked and I am not trying to defend anything, but I’m just trying 

to understand a little bit more about your points. When you say that children learn by 

themselves etc, and schooling or any education process harms them. So do you assume 

that there is a self that is already there and modern education chisels that sense of being 

away? DO you believe that sense develops, grows, assimilates, according to the respons-

es to stimuli from the environment. That’s my first question. The second is, that the kind 

of learning that you showed, the other kind of learning, basically it’s a civilizational 

choice if I may call it that one will have to make, because to put it a little unkindly, a 

child cannot go on whistling all through life, perhaps it’s a choice to whistle or do other 

stuff. That’s one thing, are you asking people to make such a civilizational choice?

KJ.  Absolutely not, I am asking for authenticity, that’s all. Don’t be yourself, then you 

can be what you want. I think we should also look into the history of modern educa-

tion. Not what is taught to you, that’s absolute nonsense! The history of education 



began in response to needing people for factories, to do dirty jobs, to put it in a simple 

manner. What ultimately today in a consumer-driven society, what kind of people do 

you want? More consumers, am I right? That’s what it is. What it creates is discontent-

ment and incapability in people. Then you got them, where you want them. Take an 

example, of someone your age, go to a village or a slum and find out how many skills 

each of them has. We will have only reading and writing skills, beyond that absolutely 

nothing. They will have at least several skills. So the issue is that, if we are interested in 

this, into understanding truly what is happening, we have to look outside what is given 

to you, what you are conditioned to believe. And if you look at it today and think this 

is a fantastic way to be, then you tell me that every food we eat today is poisonous. 50 

yrs. ago, I could get at least something without poison, and now with this modern bio 

technology coming in, its going to be completely chemicals that we are going to eat. So 

I don’t think it’s a civilizational choice. It’s a choice for life. That how do we want this 

earth to survive? It’s about choosing what is innate in you. Because I think today we 

have become suicidal, and it is because of a deeper alienation that has happened to us. 

We are born with the mind of nature, when we think for nature also. Then slowly we 

become so self-centered that we only think for ourselves. From a nature centric mind, a 

mind that belongs to the whole of humanity, we start to think just for ourselves. This is 

the diference I see between a tribal society and a modern society. In tribal society, this 

pride and ego is never allowed to grow. And of course there are several researchers from 

the field of anthropology who have begun to look at such deep issues. That’s all, Thank 

you.


